HOMICIDES (IRELAND). 




EXTRACTS made hy Colonel M^Grego?' from the Police Reports, ’seating. 
the Particulara of the Principal Homicides in Ireland in the Years 1845 
and 1848, and forwarded to the Home Office hy him. 



Ordered, hy The House of Commons, to be Printed, a Ayril 1848. 



27 January. — Ryan, John [County Tipperary). 

A FARMER ; was about to propose for land, the property of Mr. Philips, of 
Mount Rivers. There had in this case been no compulsory ejectment or rigorous 
exaction of rights. The occupier, it is said, voluntarily resigned one-half of the 
farm, alleging his inability to hold the entire, and continued to retain the other 
half. The deceased, represented to be of respectable character, of some sub- 
stance, and a native of the place,’ made no secret of his intention to propose for 
the unoccupied land, and had no apprehension of consequences. On his way, 
however, to the proprietor, he was assailed by two men (strangei-s to bimself), one 
of whom pulled him from his horse, and fractured his head with a stone. He 
survived only a few days. Two persons were taken in custody on strong suspi- 
cion ; but the injured man, evidently fearing the consequences to his family, 
■would make no disclosures tending to their identification. 

29 January. — M'Leod, John, Esq. R. M. [County Leitrim). 

Towards the close of November 1844, the peace of the northern part of the 
county of Cavan, and the adjoining parts of Leitrim, had become very seriously 
disturbed by numerous armed and organized bodies of Whiteboys. To meet 
these circumstances, the magistracy applied for an increased police force, and an 
additional stipendiary magistrate. The required police were immediately sup- 
plied, and Mr. M'Leod, the resident magistrate stationed at Enniskillen, ' was 
selected by the Government, and temporarily placed at Ballinamore, in aid of 
the local authorities in the suppression of the illegal organization refen*ed to. 

On the day above stated Mr. M‘Leod had been dining with \V. Percy, Esq., 
J. P. of Garadice, and had set out in the evening on his return to his own 
quarters. Finding Mr. Percy’s lodge-gate shut (contrary to practice when com- 
pany is entertained), Mr. M‘L. was in the act of desiring the driver of his car 
to get it opened, wdien he was fired at from behind an opening in the evergreen 
at the lodge-gate, where the assassin, aided by the light of a candle (left, as if 
designedly, in the lodge), is believed to have deliberately taken his aim: the 
gun-shot penetrated the heart and lungs, and caused instantaneous death. There 
is no doubt that a conspiracy had been formed, and it is an ascertained feet that 
a notice of the murder was posted at Enniskillen two days before its perpe- 
tration. 

Some of the circumstances above described strongly implicating the gate- 
keeper, he, with other suspected individuals, was afterwards taken into custody ; 
but after prolonged and searching inquiries by the magistrates assembled for the 
purpose, the evidence was not found to be sufficiently conclusive, and the parties 
Avere liberated on bail. 

That this outrage is referrible to feelings of revenge, prompted by Mr. 
M‘Leod’s discharge of his magisterial duty, but one opinion has been expressed. 
Two circumstances have, howe^'er, been mentioned as its immediate exciting 
cause; by some it is attributed to his having refused to bail certain individuals 
in custody on serious* offences ; by others to a decision made by Mr. M‘Leod 
some daj’-s previously at Bawnboy petty sessions. 
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18 January.— Samuel, Esq. {County Tipperary). 

Tlie attention of a resident of Borrisofarney having been attracted by a horse 
nassing his door without a rider, he discovered at about 80 yards distant, on 
the road the body of Mr. Smith, the scull broken in two places, and the brain 
nrotruding At the inquest held the medical examiners were of opinion that 
Rie injuries could not have been received by falling from the horse, nor did 
the dress of the deceased exhibit any appearance of his having been dragged 

along the road. . , , 

Hopes were entertained of the discovery of tlie assassins, as a soldier ot the 
69th regiment swore that he witnessed the perpetration of the murder by four 
persons whom he pretended to indentify, but he afterwards deserted, and there 
is no donbt of his perjury. The deceased, who was a resident of Unbliii, had 
been visiting some of his tenants, and was returning to Busherstowue, whence he 
had come tliat morning. It is understood that he was about dispossessing two 
persons of a farm, which was to be given to another. 

13 . March.— Dwj/er, Denis {County Tipperary, South). 

The brother of this man, John Dwyer, of Listowran, had taken a farm at 
Glenbairn from which the former tenant had been ejected. The Dwyers, with 
about 16 men, had been ploughing on this land, and were returning home about 
7PM when they were attacked by 80 or 40 persons with stones, faeveral 
were more or less injured, but Denis received ' a fracture of the scull, of which, 
after a few days, he died. The assailants also broke and injured some ot the 
farming implements ; one individual only was identified, and he alleged that the 
Dwyers were the aggressors ; but it clearly appeared at the inquest that such was 
not the case. 

2 April. — Ryan, James {South Tipperary). 

"Was shot dead by his brother John. On the death of their father John had 
received a sum of money in lieu of his share of the land. Having proceeded to 
America and spent his money, he returned, claiming his portion of land ; of 
course it was refused, and the ill-feeling arising in consequence induced the com- 
mission of this murder. The perpetrator has absconded. 

17 April. — Swift, Patrick. 

"Was found dead in the river of the town of Galway ; there were several 
marks of violence about his body and head ; he had come to the town to give 
evidence in a civil-bill case, which was dismissed in his (Swift’s) absence. Some 
threatening expressions were used towards him by some of the relatives of tlie 
defendant who were chiefly interested in the case. One of these was arrested, 
and from his contradictory evidence and terrified appearance, he was obliged by 
the coroner to find bail to appear wlien called on. 

4 May. — Waters, John {County Tipperary). 

Had been in the employment of Henry Going, Esq. of Riverlawn, and was a 
stranger at the place. As” he was returning to his master’s residence with a man 
named Corrigan (w'hose services as ploughman were likely to be superseded by 
those of ’iTaters), several men armed with bludgeons, according to the statement 
of Corrigan, leaped oS' the road into the grove. Corrigan says he ran away, 
and looking back, saw the party strike Waters to the ground, and that on return- 
ing- shortly after, he found Waters speechless. He did not report the cir- 
cumstance immediately on his arrival at the house, and his conduct being suspi- 
cious, he was taken into custody, and committed for examination. 

24 May. — Kennelly, John {County Tipperary). 

A certain man had received a portion of laud with his wife, as her fortune, on 
condition of his paying a sum of money to her relatives, . The wife died soon 
after, and the man married again ; the friends of the deceased wife then wanted 
to recover possession of the land, which was refused ; but the man was several 
times assaulted and ultimately compelled to quit the land and the neighboui^ 

hood. 
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Rood. A feud was thus created between the friends of the first and second 

As a party of the former were returning from the market of Roscrea to 
Moneygall, they were waylaid and assaulted with stones by some of the latter, 
and several serious injuries were inflicted. 

John Kennedy, belonging to neither party, who happened also to be returning 
from the market, endeavoured to interpose as a peace-maker, when he was 
knocked down, and the back of his scull fractured by a blow of a stone on tlie 
side of the head. On the matter being made known to the police, the injured 
persons were visited, but no information could be obtained from them ; some of 
the persons implicated were, however, arrested. Kennedy died in about a week. 



26 June. — Landrigan, John, 

Tw'elve months ago a man was murdered on the moimtains off Nine-mile 
House, near Carrick-on-Suir, and the friends of the murdered man prosecuted. 
A woman related to the prosecutors was married to a publican natned Egan, who 
owned a tent, erected on the racecourse of Ballina. On the evening of the day 
stated above, a party of 12 or 15 men entered the tent, and grievously assaulted 
Egan and his servant Landrigan with stones. 

On the following day the matter came to the knowledge of the police, who 
proceeded to the tent, and found Egan pursuing his usual avocations, complain- 
ing but little of his injuries, unwilling to afford any information on the subject, 
and totally denying any knowledge of the assailants. At that time, and for a 
day or two after, Egan suppressed all reference to the case of Landrigan, and it 
was not until the latter was speechless and past recovery that Egan apprised tlie 
police of his condition. Landrigan died that day, and Egan became so ill that 
his recovery for a while was doubtful. , . . . 

Although several persons confidently believed to have been concerned in this 
outrage were arrested, the witnesses examined at the inquest were evidently de- 
termi^d on screening the perpetrators-, and the prisoners were necessardy dis- 
charged for want of evidence. 



22 June. — Booth, George J. Bell, Esq. J.P. 

“Was shot dead in. his gig, as he was returning at about half-past 2 p.m. from 
Divine Service with two of his children. The horse running away with the 
vehicle, one of the children was thrown, and a wheel passed over his arm, which 

^ There was a considerable manifestation of party feeling at the funeral. The ' 
cause of this outrage has not been assigned, nor have the efforts of the police 
to discover the perpetrators been attended with success. 

Endeavours are now making to arrest a man named Dolan, a deserter, and 
who is said to have been the actual assassin. The information received, how- 
ever, is scanty and conflicting, and there is much difficulty in finding any person 

wlio’can positively identify Dolan. c, , i -u- u 

Bv sorne he is said to have effected his escape to America. Should this be 
satisfactorily ascertained, every possible effort will bo made to apprehend him 
there. 

Kenny, Thady {County Clare). 

The deceased man’s father had taken land at Dogneive, from which James 
Sexton had been previously ejected. Deceased was returning home from that 
place, when he was shot in the face from behind a hedge, his assistanHoRowing 
up the attack by inflicting severe wounds on the back of the head 
sharp instrument. The son of Sexton (aforesaid) was taken into custody, and 
committed for trial. 

Linney, Thomas [Hast Galway). 

This person, who was shot through the lungs, had been recently engapd as 
a steward by the Rev. Mr. Butson, of Clonfort, who had discharged his former 
steward (named Contes), retaining however m his service two oi Contes sbro 
thers as coachman and stable-keeper. To these and to their father (old Coutes, 
who lived in the neighbourhood), and to another stable-boy, suspicion 

179. A 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



EXTRACTS FROM POLICE REPORTS 



and they were apprehended. Several threatening letters had been previousljr 
sent to Mr. Butson, desiring him to discharge Linney. 

Clarke, Patrick, Esq., 0/ South Hill, near Nenagh, {County Tipperary). 

This gentleman was shot dead by two men while riding round his own 
demesne, superintending his workmen. It appears that Mr. C. several years 
ago had purchased the estate in question, but had never, until recently, resided 
there. Having been induced to visit the place and prolong his stay, he had 
discovered that, in his absence, he had been subject to a system of fraud on the 
part of his tenantry, which he had determined to check and put down. No 
sooner was this intention discovered, than attempts were made, by threatening 
letters (the receipt of which he kept a profound secret), to get him to remove 
from the place, to which intimidation he did not yield, persevering in his 
system of enforcing tlie payment of old arrears by his tenantry. 

If these circumstances were not the sole cause of the murder, they, at all 
events, rendered the perpetration of it safer and easier. It is by some thought 
that the immediate cause arose out of a dispute between two of the steward’s 
sons, to whom the father had given up his land, and one of whom, 011 getting 
married, Mr. Clarke insisted should quit, with a sum of money (not willino* 
that both should remain). ' ^ 

Suspicion fell on this man and another malcontent, who had been compelled 
to pay arrears, as the immediate conspirators of the murder. In connexion with 
the cause of the murder endeavours are made, in some quarters, to represent 
the deceased as a rigorous landlord, of hasty and tyrannical disposition ; but 
these statements are not borne out. Of the two men believed to be tlie actual 
assassins, one is in custody, and information has been received strongly impli- 
cating others as co-conspirators. ° 

Hopkins, Sir Francis, Bart. J. P. {County Westmeath). 

Although life was not taken in this case, it is included in this return on 
account of its serious character. 

Sir Francis Hopkins had been, dining w^^tli Colonel Caulfield, of Bloomfield, 
and as he alighted (on his return) at the hall-door of his own residence at 
Roclifort, he v.-as fired at, by one of two men (both armed) who had been lying 
in wait for him ; and although the assassin missed his aim, his murderous inten- 
tion was sufficiently manifest from the fact of 15 bullets of different sizes having 
struck the hall-door, near which Sir Francis stood at the time. 

The assassins were running away, when Sir Francis seized one of them, and 
would have held him, had not the accomplice returned to his assistance and 
snapped a pistol at Sir_F., who thereupon quitted his hold and attacked the 
other j a scuffle ensued, in which both men fell upon Sir Francis, "who received 
three cuts on the head, two of them of a serious nature. The assassins then 
decamped, leaving a hat on the ground, which subsequently led to the arrest 
and identification of one of them. 

Molony, P atrick ( County Tipperary) . 

The brother of the deceased had taken a few acres of land some years ago, 
irom which the former tenant had been ejected; he had been (previously to 
tJiis murder) served with a threatening notice to quit. As deceased sat with his 
brother, in the evening, four men entered the house ; two of them, presenting a 
pistol each at the brothers, demanded why they did not obey the notice: one 
of them struck the deceased on the head, breaking his scull, which he did not 
long survive. The former tenant, above referred to (who is a relative), is 
suspected, but sufficient evidence has not yet been obtained to warrant his 
detention. 



Costelloe, James {Kilhenny). 

nis man was for some time past employed as a “ rent-warmer” on the estate 
ot Burton Persse, Esq. ; he had recently driven cattle for arrears. He was 
sitting at supper w'ith his father and family, when he was shot dead through the 
window. J he assassins are as yet unknown. 

Hogan, 
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Hogan, John (County Tipjperary). 

This man was probably murdered instead of his brother (Darby), who had 
been for some time obnoxious. The decesised had taken land. His assassins are 
unknown. He recei ved three shots in the body, and other injuries, which caused 
immediate death. 

12 January. — Mr. James Lynch (County Limerich). 

Had served ejectments on several small tenants on his farm. He was fired 
at at about noon, within 50 yards of his residence, and survived the shot but 
a few minutes. It appears that no person can be found who witnessed the attack, 
but there is circumstantial evidence against a man named Cosheen, who has 
absconded. 



17 January . — Patrick Murphy (County Tipperary). 

M as fired at as he entered his own residence, by one of three men. He had 
been employed as keeper on a property seized for rent. The supposed offenders 
are in custody. 



COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 

Castlerea District, 13 March 1845 , One o’clock, p. m. 

In transmitting the annexed communication this moment handed me by- 
Francis S. Byrne, Esq., a magistrate of this district and county, I beg leave to 
state it as my opinion, that the conduct of this gentleman and the three constables 
who were with him, in the trying and perilous situation in which they were 
placed, is beyond all praise, both for steadiness and intrepidity. I have, for 
some time past, thought that the neighbourhood of Ballintobbe, near to where 
this outrage occurred, w’as in a bad state, and accordingly the police used every 
means possible, by my directions, to watch the proceedings of the people. Why 
Mr. Byrne should become obnoxious I do not know, except that he is an active 
and zealous magistrate, who, since my acquaintance with him (now four years), I 
found to act firmly and humanely. It is deeply to be regretted that circum- 
stances combined to prevent the identification of any of the insurgents. In con- 
sequence of this most daring outrage upon a magistrate at his own door, and 
also upon the police, and the too successful issue of it, as regards the insurgents 
of the county, I think it my duty to recommend, earnestly, that the con- 
stabulary at jBallintobbe should be augmented to at least 20 men, and that a 
detachment of troops, or 20 additional constabulai'y, be placed forthwith either 
here or at Ballymoe. . 

Mr. Byrne is now in my house, and will not return to his own until more pro- 
tection is afforded him. He is fortunately a single man. 

(signed) H. W. Wray, R. M. 

Edw. Lucas, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Dublin Castle. 

P. S . — I have only time for post hour to make this hurried report. 



COUNTY TIPPERARY. 

Shinroe, King’s County, 4 November 1845 . 

I beg to state, that on the night of the 1st instant, in the barony of Lower 
Ormond, county Tipperary, as Michael Hogan, of Killeen, was returning to his 
house, he was fired at from behind a hedge, where three men were concealed 
until Hogan came close to them ; the shot took no effect, and the party fled. 

This Michael Hogan's brother had given evidence in the case of Dr. and 
Mrs. Hobbs, which is deemed the cause of this attack on tlie brother. 

(signed) John Kelly, R. M. 

Richard Pennefather, Esq. 
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Neuagh, 2 December 1845 . 

I have to report, that at half-past 7 o’clock, p.m., on 1st instant, as James 
Henzy, steward to Mrs. Bennett, of Moneaguil, was sitting at dinner in tlie 
kitchen in Mrs. Bennett’s house, he was fired at through a small opening in 
the shutter of a front window, while in the act of putting- his hand to his mouth 
and wounded in the hand ; the ball having entered near the thumb and passintr 
out at the wrist. The ball was found on the kitchen-floor. There are two suh- 
coDstables for the protection of this man stationed in Mrs. Bennett’s yard, and 
who, on hearing the report of a shot, at once endeavoured to get out, but had 
some delay in consequence of the doors and gates being secured for the nio-ht. 
The police got out as soon as they possibly could, but could find no trace of*the 
person who fired the shot, it being very dark at the time. The Amaghanedy 
party being on patrol, heard the shot, and came up immediately, and on beino* 
informed of the occurrence, searched several suspected houses without finding 
any stranger in the neighbourhood. I brought Henzy this day before Captain 
Pollock for examination : he was attacked on the IStli September 1844 , and again 
on the 3d of May last; on both occasions his assailants were arrested and 
identified ; he, however, pretended not to know the parties when on trial, though 
having previously sworn positively as to their identity. The consequence was 
that the Crown had to turn the men out of the dock.* It appears that a yoiino- 
lady, who is on a visit with Mrs. Bennett, observed on Friday night last a mau 
lying on the ^ass-plot opposite the hall-door, and saw him go to look through 
the kitchen window, which having told to Mrs. Bennett and Henzy, it is strange 
that fact was not mentioned to the police. Captain Pollock approves of the 
reward suggested. 

^ , CL G. O'Dell, S. I. 

inspector-general. 



Newport, 8 December 1845. 

X have to report that constable Patrick O’Hara, and sub-constables John 
Franklin, James Burke, John Young, John Mullooney, and Anthony Cullen, of 
the Clonlough station, were on patrol in the neighbourhood of Ballinahincli, 
about 7 P.M. last night, when tliey were fired on by a party of Rockites, about 
eight m number, who no doubt lay in wait for them ; the police (four of whom 
were loaded) returned the fire, but cannot say with what degree of effect. 

The Rockites’ fire, I am sorry to say, told on sub- constable Cullen; he is 
severelj' wounded in both arms. The ball, which passed through the left and 
lod^d m the ngJit arm, near the elbow (but not in the joint), has been extracted 
hy Hr. tarey, of this town, who was immediately in attendance. The police 
took but one prisoner and one stand of arms (a pistol) ; the prisoner is a young- 
man about 18 years old, a servant boy of a farmer ; the police detected him 
giving- the sigual to the Rockites to rush from their hiding place, near a house 
where the constable O'Hara states he called to receive some information about 
mregis ered aims, and a party whom they met on patrol the Friday before, and 
firing shots and disturbing that neighbour- 

Lw to 'K'restthe carbine from sub-constable Young, 

by ordS^f tirmTg“s in the discharge of their duty, 

nrn^eeded’lTlf”''''' “ourrcnce, about 8i P.M. last night, I immediately 

LostaWe ^ conflict, accompanied by head constable Wass and 

riberflor, F and a reinforcement from this, and being pointed out the 
observed after, when the head constable 

manv snsn ymgon a field near the scene. Wethen proceeded to search 

CaroLrb n ^ discover no trace of any wounded man ; a 

looab bfs F UW P”‘y Pofsuit in other 

Se a fortlr r ■ father inquiry is made into this serious affair, 

as to fhp nfl'pr ' ? have had no time to consult the magistrates in person 

the attaewj but I think there are sufficient gromids for 100 1„ as 

tJie attack was a most murderous one. 



Inspector-general, 



(signed) J'. Dezvis, S. I. 
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Earl’s-hill Colliery, Barony of SLieoardagh, County Tippei'ary. 

The Board of Directors of the Mining Company of Ireland hereby gives 
notice to all whom it may concern, that the company’s works at Earls-hill 
Colliery will be suspended on Saturday, the 20th of December next, or the 
earliest day admissible, under existing contracts. 

The Board has been reluctantly impelled to adopt this course by the outrages 
and threats to which the company’s ‘stewards, Martin Morris and others, have 
been subjected with impunity, notwithstanding large rewards offered for infor- 
mation, which miglit lead to the punishment of the offenders, and by the threat- 
ening notices subsequently served on those well-disposed workmen who are de- 
sirous to work under the Company, and earn support for themselves and families, 
but whose lives are too highly valued by the Board to be risked by continuance 
of the works, until sufficient protection can be afforded to them. 

By order of the Board of Directors. 

Dublin, 26 November 1845. Richard Purdy, Secretary. 

Sir, Kyle Park, Borrisokane, 9th December. 

It is my principal duty to state to you for the information of His Excellency 
the Lord-lieutenant, that at dusk last evening a farmer named John Hogan, 
residing at Ballinderry, was shot dead close to his own house ; three or four 
shots were discharged at him, so close as to set his clothes on fire, and his body 
perforated in every part with balls. The cause assigned is, that he had taken an 
acre of land joining his farm from whence a neighbour had been dispossessed. 
The townland is part of Mr. Frazer’s property, which has been heretofore fruit- 
ful in crime ; the murdered man was brother to Darby and Michael Hogan, 
both of whom have been fired at, the one in February last, the others a few 
weeks ago ; they have police protection by my recommendation, two men being 
furnished on alternate days from two neighbouring stations, a plan that I now- 
see works badly, for the draught renders it nearly inoperative for other duties, 
I would therefore advise that two men be stationed permanently at Hogan’s. I 
have mentioned this to the police officer, and it meets his approval. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Geo. Btoney, I. P. 

R. Pennefather, Esq. 

District (f Carrick-on-Suir, Barony of SUevardagh, Parish of Garrongibbon, 
Townland of Garrymovris, 19 January 1846. 

I have to state, that on the evening of the 17tli instant, about the hour of 
6 o’clock, as Robert Murphy of the above place was entering his house, he was 
fired at by one of three men who stood at a small fence opposite the door ; the 
ball entered under his Left breast, and passed into bis body, from the effects of 
which he now lies dangerously ill, and no hopes of bis recovery. Murphy was 
employed with another man as keeper on the property of Richard Dunn of 
Coolarkin (the next townland) seized for rent due of him. I visited Murphy on 
the night of the occurrence at one o’clock, blunging with me a medical man and 
six police on two cars. Previous to my arrival, he had given the names and 
description of three persons whom he said he saw when the shot was fired at 
him, to Constable Uniack of the Glenburn Post, who instantly proceeded with 
his party and arrested them. 

(signed) Richard Rochet S. I., 1st Rate. 



Newport, 21 January 1846. 

I have to report that on the night of the 20lh instant, about 6 i p.m., at Cally, 
in the parish Kilemaratty, as Mr. Alfred Waller was returning to his residence, 
and alone, he was waylaid in a field by four men, who severely assaulted him 
on the head and arms with bludgeons and stones, inflicting two severe cut.s on 
his head, and dreadful contusions on the left arm, which fractured one of the 
bones below the elbow. 1 visited Mr. Waller immediately after being apprised 
of the occurrence, and after first making search in the houses of suspected per- 
sons, but could discover nothing that could enable me to attach guilt to the in- 
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mates; Mr. Waller himself states that lie could not identify any of the persons 
■who attacked him, nor did he at the moment discover any fire-arms with them. 
It is, however, pretty evident that they had fire-arms, and must have assaulted 
him ■with them, inasmuch as a small part of the stock of a gun or pistol had 
been found on the spot this morning ; Mr. Waller himself w&s armed with a 
pistol at the time, which he endeavoured .to pull from his pocket, but from the 
hurry of the moment could not do so effectually until he was knocked down ; 
he, however, while down, got out the pistol, which he discharged at his assail- 
ants, but with what effect it is hard to say ; I fear with none on his assailants ; 
it, nevertheless, attracted the notice of some persons who were on the road, and 
who ran towards where they beard the explosion, and, it is supposed, caused the 
offenders to fly before they could effect their purpose, if it was to murder. I 
have this day reported the occurrence to the next magistrate, H. Lee, Esq., who 
is of an opinion that a serious outrage had been committed, and that a reward 
of 50 I, at least, should be offered for the discovery and conviction of the perpe- 
trators. A few acres of land (3 which Mr. Waller had at his disposal ■w’as the 
cause, inasmuch as bis assailants, while beating him, desired him “ give up 
Coona, give up Coona” (the name of the little townland which persons of the 
name Keeffe pretended to have a claim to). Mr. Waller’s life is not considered 
in any imminent danger. 

J Lewis, S. I., 2d Rate. 

In spectOT-geaeral . 

Nenagh, 2 February 1846. 

On yesterday, as Mrs. Bennett, of Moneyguil, was driving to Ballinaclougli 
Church, she was stopped on the road by two men, one armed with 'a pistol; 
andthe other with a wattle, and ordered her to put away two of her men, Henzy 
and Feehally. On her asking them what they had done, they snapped the 
pistol twice at her, and gave her three blows of the wattle, which severely injured 
her arms. Henzy, who tliey ordered to be turned awmy, has been repeatedly 
attacked within the last few years ; and who is the same man who, a short time 
since, was fired at through the window at Moneyguil House, while" eating his 
supper, and wounded in the arm with a ball, although there were two men 
stationed in the house for his protection. Finding no threats could intimidate 
him, and that it is difficult to get at him in consequence of the presence of the 
police, tliey have resorted to this cowardly attack on an old lady nearlv blind, 
and against whom they have no complaint, but for keeping men in her em- 
ployment who she considers faithful. I do not particularly mention this case 
on account of the amount of injury done, as Mrs. Bennett has not received an}- 
serious ipjury, and she thinks herself the pistol was not loaded, and only snapped 
to intimidate her; but it clearly proves to what a state of inhuman barbarity 
many of the people of this county are reduced, when they could thus assault a 
feeble old lady while on her way to church. With what endless perseverance 
they follow up their designs w'hen once formed, and another of the numerous 
instances that it is not the rights of property they alone attempt to put an end 
to, but all right to the freedom of action, or even judgment. 

(signed) Jos. Tabuieau, R.M. 

Richard Pennefather, Esq. 



COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

Mitchelstown, 12 Jan. 1846. 

I HAVE to report a most atrocious and daring murder which was committed 
this day, about six miles from here in this district, at a place called B'anagunahy. 
in the parish of Anglesbury and county Limerick. The deceased, Mr. Jones 
Lynch, a respectable farmer, holding 300 acres of land at 6 s. per acre, under. 
Mr. Lowe of Spring House (near Baiisha, in the county Tipperary), left his own 
house this day a little after 12 o’clock, to proceed to his son’s house, situated 
about 500 yards from his fathers, upon the same townland of Banagunahy- It 
would appear that he did not delay long at his son's house, who was absent from 
home, attending the fair of Mitchelstown, and on his return to his own house by 
the high road, when within 50 yards of his dwelling, he was shot almost im- 
mediately dead, as he could not have survived above five minutes at the utmost, 

after 
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after having received his death wound. Two balls (apparently pistol balls) 
entered his back close to the spine, about seven inches apart, one of which 
passed through tlie stomach, and was extracted by surgeon Phelan in my 
presence ; a third ball entered the body in front, about the fourth rib on the left 
side. The first intimation his family had of any injury being done to Mr. Lynch 
was that of his daughter’s having heard two shots ; on running out to the road 
she saw three men walking up the side of the mountain in the direction of Kil- 
kenny, one of whom she states wore a straw hat, her father lying on the road 
weltering in his blood. The servant boy also saw the men, but is not sure 
whether there were three or four men. The cause of this murder, which had 
been concocted for over two months, was shortly this : As I before stated, Mr. 
Lynch, now no more, held 30 0 acres of the lands of Banagunahy, in the parish of 
Galbally, barony of Coshlea and county of Limerick, from Mr. Lowe, at 6 s. 
per acre, about 200 acres of which he had let to under-tenants at 1/. per acre. It 
would appear that some years since Mr. Lynch became addicted to drinking 
and other courses of extravagance, and had to raise a sum of money sufficient 
to pay his debts upon another portion of this laud, say 70 acres ; this land he 
left in the possession of the party advancing him the money, to pay himself. 
The party so getting possession relet to a parcel of small tenants, who held the 
land for some years ; but the debt for which the lands were assigned having 
been paid off some time last summer, Lynch demanded possession, which 
they refused to give. He then had ejectment processes served against 10 
families, which would have been put out in March sessions of Bruff, had 
Lynch lived. As he had but his own life of these lands, they revert by 
his death to Mr. Lowe, the head landlord, under whom all the tenants 
are anxious desire [sic. orig.]. Poor Lynch could not escape, the under- 
tenants to a man were leagued against Iiim, and lived all contiguous to his 
house, so that his every movement was watched. About a month since sub- 
inspector Burke, of this station, received private information that there was a 
party hired to shoot Lynch the morning following; his informant stated he w’as 
asked to be one of them. Mr. Burke got into Lynch’s house at night, with a 
party of police, where he remained until 10 o’clocknext day, but no attempt was 
made upon his dwelling. I never witnessed a more distressing scene than the 
wailing of this poor man’s wife, daughters, and sons presented ; now not only 
deprived of their parent, but of all the property they possessed. I am not with- 
out some hopes of perhaps obtaining information to sustain a case of conspiracy 
to murder, but I see no chance of obtaining any information to lead to the con- 
viction of the murderers ; of this, however, you may rest satisfied^ that every 
exertion shall be made, and every pains taken to vindicate the law. I beg to 
suggest a reward of 100?, in this case. 

(signed) IV. Knaresborough, R.M. 

I am but just returned from the scene of outrage, and write this report in 
haste for the post, so you will excuse the hurried manner in which it is written. 



Limerick, 14 January 1846. 

In reference to my hasty report of the 12th instant, I beg to state the parti- 
culars, of the murder of Lawrence Leahy. On the evening of the llth instant, at 
five o’clock, an armed party of seven men entered the house of Laurence Leahy, 
(a respectable farmer), and rushed at him, but Leahy, who was a very tall and 
powerful man, knocked down four of them with his fist ; but, after a struggle, 
he was overpowered and beat down ; when on tiie ground, his wife threw herself 
over him, but one of the fellows placed a gun quite close to his leg, and fired it, 
■which dreadfully shattered the leg, and then struck him on the head with guns. 
The party also struck a servant boy (David Welsh) on the head, but did not 
seriously injure him : the wife of Leahy and children were likewise assaulted by 
this party, who departed firing several shots. A man named David Hayes, who 
was in the yard at the time, immediately proceeded to Ballynuty, and reported 
the circumstance to the police ; constable Parker at once hastened to the scene, 

and found Leahy dying, who told the constable that two men named 

were of the party who beat him, shortly after which he expired. 

The lnspector-generalj &c. &c. &c. 

179. B 
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COUNTY OF CAVAN. 

Arva, 4 February 1846. 

I beg to report fliat the borders of Longford and Leitrim, adjoining Cavan, and 
partly in my district, are again becoming much disturbed, and that serving threat- 
ening notices, waylaying, and beating, and visiting houses at night in search of 
aims, are becoming very frequent. 

On Sunday night last, in one of those visits to the house of a person named 
Patrick Clancy, in the county of Leitrim, a pistol was presented at Clancy and 
snapped, when it providentially missed fire. The party consisted of lo or 11 
persons, all armed with guns or pistols, and I regret to state I have been unable 
to obtain the slightest clue to the perpetrators, owing to the baneful league in 
which the inhabitants of this country are engaged, or the terror of becoming its 
victims. The barracks of the military and police are strictly watched, and there 
is no getting a party out on patrol without its becoming known, and carried to 
all parts of the country immediately. 

Dances are held constantly in the several townlands. This is done solely to 
give a tangible excuse for the gathering together of a number of persons. 1 have 
had those dance-houses most carefully watched by the police, and I find there is 
no drunkenness, no rioting ; everything is conducted peaceably ; but during the 
time dancing is going on inside the houses numbers of men are congregated 
outside ; I am quite sure, on no good intent. 

My district in Cavan is comparatively quiet, and, I trust, is likely to continue 
so. The two parties watch each other so closely, that neither can do much con- 
tinued mischief without discover)'-. 

(signed) John B. Graves^ R. M. 

The Under Seci-etary, &c. &c. &c. 

Dublin Castle. 



COUNTY CLARE. 

Tulla, 8 February 1846. 

I have just returned from attending the adjourned inquest on the body of 
Thomas Meaiiy ; and the finding of the jury was, that he came by his death in 
consequence of several wounds on the head from some person or persons un- 
known. After the verdict I remained the entire day, as did sub-inspectors 
Comyns and Kelly, endeavouring to discover who the assassins were, and the 
cause. It is evident that he was murdered for having urged Mr. Pierce Garrick 
(an agent under the Court), to turn out an under-tenant who held possession of 
about 20 perches of laud and a small hut, which was in the centre of deceased’s 
farm. The under-tenant has been arrested on suspicion, he having frequently 
told the mother of deceased that she would get one of her sons killed ; but I fear 
the ends of justice will be frustrated, as intimidation and combination prevail to 
a frightful extent. I would suggest that a free pardon should be oflered to any 
person except the person who actually struck the blow, should he give sucii 
information as would lead to the discovery of their accomplices. 

"J'he Under Secretary. (signed) Thos. Parley, R.M. 

Barony of Bunraity, Parish of Quin, and Townland of Cragboy and Shanakill. 

Ennis, 7 Februarv 1846. 

I have to report, that on last night, the (ith instant, about the hour of half- 
past 7 0 clock, a party of seven men, disguised, w’ith their faces blackened, and 
handkerchiefs tied round them, and three of them armed with guns, the otliei’s 
with bludgeons, entered the houses of Owen Meany, Bridget Moany, and James 
Molownj', of Cragboy, in the district of Tulla, and beat the following persons 
very severely ; Owen Meany, James Molowny, Michael Meany, and Thomas 
Meany: the latter had his skull fractured, and died in two or three hours after- 
wards.; the others received cuts and bruises on their heads and bodies ; two 
female inmates of the houses were also struck, but not seriously hurt. On 
going awa.y they fired two shots, and then proceeded to the house of Michael 
Hogan, ol Shanakill, in this district, and beat him and his two sons, but not 
seriously. Ihe deceased is sou to Bridget Meany, and bore an excellent 

character. 
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signed for these outraoes is tlmf in The reason as- 

Shanaldll were divided by ihe agent unde^^The CW ‘ 

occasion there were three imder-tenanf<? nn r • of Chancery, on which 
Bridget Meany (.other of °L7e““‘d) V.S Mi’eWI h'“‘ 

but they caused Ihe o::d:g:rto be co JXf"" ’ 

visit“M“hSl"Hogan b”'; I^’X^e “‘’“f ’ ^ 

quest when it term"natel f have h? ’ f P°«'“S ‘^e result of the in- 

offenders, as they were diss-uised Thp ^ procure a description of the 
gesting the offerXioor fub b 

Ihaveiuforniedthesub-LpeeJrtllft^ 

Tile Inspector-general Constabulary. Sub-Inspector. 



My dear Mr. Wray, 



Currastona, la March 1840 . 



viousjy received se™ralXe\teX''notiLs'’t^ ml eV'jf {‘"“S P«- 

patrole of three men, viz., Constable Baskavillp SnTi I ordered a 

Sub-constable Gormtiu, to be a my LX a 4out nT o> ^ Geoghagan and 

party of men were running, and in about half a minute we came nn^with / 
men, armed wuth long guns and a piece of a scythe, whom we challenged • 
immediately stopped, and we made them prisoners, each 7 us S oi. nJ 

other two escaped; Sub-constable Gorman having followed one of themTv . 

.he house’ ^a^afnaSLu^ 

P 3 did not take eff^sct beyond breaking the windows and furniture of the honsp 
_Having made our entry, we placed a man at each door and one at I wir,T 

To\ft— ‘d 

rtf ‘ . 1 - we would be shot as we came out. Most fortunatelv 

he man of the house opened the door and called the neighbours, and commenced 
p tting out his fumilure. After some time they, evidently very reUictanelv came 
0 our assistance being in dread and terror of their h^,X XXdT 

rema^fed ila lt**t ,? .»b.oh eventually proved our safety. We 

eS rhk ™ “f f ° ® half-past ten p.m. until 

and !,? • “"““S’ "'hen having recomioitred, we proceeded to my residence 
rdufm d® ' myself, proceeded to the barrack at Ballintobber.^and having 

paiaS “T > rt" u ‘'‘y ““ ‘he gross and uu? 

no iw rt“ I^eeeabie neighbourhood before you. I cau- 

gallauM^d exaggerated report, without highly eulogizing tile 

n®tX i d »'“• P°eeed in sJch ifnml! 

nre.sekaf ho f ’ coolness and bravery, which contributed greatly to the 

P ion oi our lives. And although overpowered by a large party, succeeded 

iu 
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in holdini; possession of the house (and scythe) until daybreak. I beg leave to bring 
unXr the i^otice of Government the excellent conduct of two men named Cun- 
cannon who at the risk of their lives helped to quench the fire over our heads, but 
for which we should have been consumed, or shot in endeavouring to make our 

escape, as resistance would have been useless, from the smallness of our party, 

rnd the numbers and determination of the assailants. I regret, from the darkness 
of the night, and the perilous situation we were placed in, we could not identify 

any of the parties. . 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Francis Tyrrell Byrne. 



1 beg to say that I have been so fatigued I was obliged to get my clerk to 
write this statement. 
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